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Vieira’s Supermarket by Eric de Brabander is a story that artistically used 

racism, family, dictatorship, resistance, and liberty to depict the early colonial 

times.  

 

The author told the story of a man in the 19th century named João Vieira. Due 

to an unfortunate incident between his dad and the government in power that 

resulted in his father’s death, João made a resolution to fight against the 

despotic, autocratic rule of the Salazar’s government. He teamed up with 

Captain Galvão Henrique and others with like goals. The effect of this action 

resulted in them not being able to go back to Portugal. Fortunately, the 

Brazilian government gave them the liberty of accommodation. As a result, 

João got separated from his family and met new people while living in Brazil. 

Do you want to know how things ended up with him? Pick this book to read up 

the complete chronicles of João Vieira. 

 

Fiction mixed with a touch of fact was what the author employed in blowing 

the mind of readers. The plot of the book was incredible; it alluded and related 

to some historical events. The characters and their characterization were 

interesting. They all flowed well, and though the storyline was intertwined, the 

characters were very understandable. It was fun reading about Francisco, 

Thelma (his wife), and Norberto (his son). 

 

Another intelligent thing about this book was its connection. Although the 

author made use of an inorganic plot, he still made sure they all ended up 

connecting with one another, which made the book compelling. The reader will 

only realize the connection between Arthur Oliveira and João towards the 

ending part of the book. Also, Mireya's identity was made known to the reader 

in the latter part of the book. 

 

This book was also very educative. I was able to learn a bit of history. For 

instance, João shooting one of the characters, Romeo, depicted the treatment 

Africans were subjected to by their colonial masters and showed how some of 



these colonial workers were not happy with their job. It gave a brief insight into 

the resistance and fight for independence, freedom, and liberty by the 

Angolans. 

 

Although this book was fantastic to read, one thing dented it. It contained 

several grammatical and typographical errors, which were very distracting. 

Therefore, I am giving this book a rating of 3 out of 4 stars. Other than that, I 

enjoyed every other thing about the book. 

 

Also, the way things ended up for Henrique, João, and others was a takeaway 

for me. The author should be commended for his brilliance and artistry skills 

showcased in this book. I am recommending this book to lovers of 

revolutionary stories and political activists. 
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